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If, like me, you’re someone who spends hours trawling through books searching for that perfect assembly, then instant access to a bank of appropriate websites is exactly what you need. However, type ‘Assemblies’ or ‘Collective Worship’ into any familiar search engine using the Internet and you will be confronted with anything up to 20,000,000 entries. So, the question one must ask is, ‘how do you decide which are worth browsing?’

Assemblies, like teaching, cannot fail to reflect the personality, experience and unique style of the individual. Having previously worked as a Voluntary Youth and Schools’ Worker with a Christian organisation in Manchester, my extensive training in visual and multi-media methods of communication is still a driving force behind my own choice and delivery method of assemblies. With this in mind, I provide a brief review of my own most frequently visited collective worship websites. Both of my preferred choices are provided by Christian organisations - this is purely coincidental. Please do not allow any religious bias to deter you from accessing the wealth of material that is on offer. 

The Assemblies Website – www.assemblies.org.uk
‘The Assemblies Website aims to provide high-quality, instant access primary and secondary school assemblies for teachers and others leading collective worship’.

With a range of assemblies at the touch of a button, this website incorporates age-appropriate material covering all Key Stages. From ‘Current’ assemblies, which are updated on a monthly basis (primary) or half-termly basis (secondary), to ‘Standing’ assemblies that tackle issues or address important moments in a school’s life, there is something for every reader. While the secondary material is being added to daily, primary teachers have access to a fuller range of resources, including ‘Rapid Response’ assemblies and a variety of ‘Festivals of World Religions’. Most assemblies require little preparation and can be adapted and used with all children, regardless of their faith or cultural background.

Catering for every individual’s collective worship needs, the sheer volume of resources included on this website is extremely impressive. Having submitted my own assembly outline and had it recently published, I cannot fail to owe my allegiance to its future success!

                                              An outstanding resource

Culham Institute in association with The National Society: The Collective Worship Resource – www.culham.ac.uk/cw

Since being re-launched in the Autumn, this site now boasts a new, ‘modern’ look, containing material in a wide variety of formats, including PowerPoint presentations and other ‘multi-media’ resources. Separated into four sections, the individual can expect to find the following material for both primary and secondary age ranges:

1) Reflections: Short ideas aimed at class/tutor group worship over a number of days.

2) Worship 4 Schools: Material suitable for larger gatherings, incorporating a variety of themes.

3) In The News: Assemblies that respond to current and topical events and occasions.

4) Multi-Media: A collection of specially selected videos and PowerPoints.
Special features on this website include: Archived collections on ‘Through the year’ and ‘People’; separate search facilities for prayers/reflections; and ‘links with other curriculum areas’.

With its professional appearance and large selection of resources, there is something for everyone. If having used the extensive ‘Search’ facility, you still can’t find what you’re looking for, don’t give up, links are even provided which direct you to other contributors of collective worship resources.

                                      An excellent resource

Reviewed by Karen Van Coevorden, South Park Primary School, Redbridge & Redbridge SACRE member
Internet Review: Assemblies at Your Fingertips











