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Context

From the very beginning of the OFSTED system for school inspections, its legislative basis has included a requirement that inspectors make judgements on school provision for spiritual, moral, social and cultural (SMSC) development. Guidance for inspectors and schools was produced. 

Over the last decade, this guidance has evolved to keep pace with changes in the OFSTED framework for inspections. 

In 2002, OFSTED produced new guidance for inspectors on inspecting SMSC development. One-day training courses were provided for inspectors during which inspectors worked through a series of tasks focusing on what is meant by SMSC development, sources of evidence and how best to report.

Of the material that was given to inspectors on the training day, two sets of lists for each of the four forms of development might prove very useful for school self-review. These lists set out the likely characteristics for pupils’ development (spiritually, morally etc) and then the likely characteristics of good school provision.

The lists are shown in grid-form on the following two pages.  

A copy of this article can be found on the Redbridge RE Network website (www.re.leonet.co.uk) 
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