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Redbridge Standing Advisory Council on Religious Education (SACRE) has long been aware that religious and cultural issues can impinge, to a greater or lesser degree, on the life of schools in Redbridge. It is also aware that headteachers, in particular, can find making a response perplexing because of a lack of background knowledge and understanding.
SACRE briefing papers are designed to provide a context of knowledge and understanding within which schools can make appropriate and sensitive responses to cultural and religious issues. They have been written in response to questions posed by schools and carefully discussed by a SACRE sub-group before being presented to all SACRE members.
Briefing Paper 1: Ramadan and Its Implications for Schools (2nd edition, December 1997)
Briefing Paper 2: Jehovah’s Witnesses and the School (December 1997)
Briefing Paper 3: Sikh Appearance and Identity (April 1999)

Unlike the previous three briefing papers, the fourth briefing paper is not the product of a Redbridge SACRE working party as such.
In Redbridge, as elsewhere nationally, there has been an increasing focus in recent years on raising standards. Within Redbridge in particular, though, this has gone hand in hand with the consciousness that schools do not stand alone in promoting education. Rather, schools are an important element within a larger ‘learning community’. 
Coupled with this insight has been the growing realisation that a significant number of Muslim students in Redbridge (certainly, well over a thousand) spend two hours each weekday night at mosque classes.
It was this, together with the wish of members of the local Child Protection Team to work with those who organise and run mosque classes, which led to:
· the setting up of a local authority/mosque schools working group; and
· the inclusion in the Redbridge Education Development Plan of a section entitled ‘working with faith communities to raise standards’.
This briefing paper is the product of the local authority/mosque schools working group. This group continues to be chaired by Bill Gent, a member of the Redbridge Education Advisory Team, who has linked its work with research that he is carrying out with the University of Warwick.
In producing the text, the working group came to realise that it would be useful not only to schools, in seeking to work with the Muslim community, but also to members of that community itself. It is thus being distributed not only to schools but also to Muslim madrasah in Redbridge to support them in their own work, including forming creative links with local authority schools.
The working party wishes to express its thanks to Redbridge SACRE for agreeing to publish this document as the fourth in its series of briefing papers. 
· Introduction (by members of the working group)

· Education and the Muslim community

· The Muslim community in Redbridge

· Madrasahs in Redbridge

· What happens at a madrasah
· Support for children attending a madrasah
· For further information

· Glossary of terms used in this briefing paper

Introduction (by members of the working group)
1.
It is hoped that this document will be of interest to a number of groups and individuals in Redbridge, in particular:

· members of the local Muslim community;

· those involved in educational work;

· professionals working in the community; and 

· members of the public who wish to know more about the community in which they live.

2.
The document has been produced by a group consisting of members of the local Muslim community and professionals working in the education department and public services.

3.
This group agreed to produce this document in order to:

· explain the role of the madrasah
 in the local Muslim community;

· promote understanding between the local Muslim community and the wider community in Redbridge;

· promote understanding between madrasahs and local authority schools; and

· encourage both madrasahs and local authority schools to work together in order to provide the best education possible for pupils who attend both.

Education and the Muslim community

4.
From its very beginnings, in the Arabia of the 6th and 7th centuries CE, the Muslim ummah (community) has placed great value on education and learning. There are at least three reasons why.

5.
Firstly, there is the need for Muslims to know the words of the Qur’an. 

Muslims believe that Allah (God) has revealed his message to humankind right through history through a series of prophets/messengers. The Prophet Muhammad (PBUH
) (570-632 CE) – regarded by Muslims as the final prophet or messenger – was given God’s message during the last 23 years of his life. He then recited what he had been given to others. These passages were remembered and some were written down. Later, all that had been written down and remembered was checked and then gathered into one book, the Qur’an (a word which means ‘that which is recited’).

6.
Secondly, the Qur’an itself teaches that all knowledge comes from God. 

It is therefore a duty for Muslims to learn about the world in which they live. The Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said, ‘Acquiring knowledge is an obligation on every Muslim man and woman’.

7.
Thirdly, there is a need for Muslims to know not only what the Qur’an says, but also what the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said and did. 

Muslims believe that Muhammad (PBUH) lived the model Muslim life. He showed in practice what the Qur’an taught.  What Muhammad (PBUH) said and did is therefore a guide to how any Muslim can lead a good life. From an early stage, prophetic ‘reports’ (ahaadith) of what Muhammad (PBUH) said and did were passed on between Muslims. In time, collections of ahaadith were made and are still read and studied by Muslims today. In some ahaadith, Muhammad (PBUH) stresses the importance of learning and education, as when he said, for example, ‘Seek knowledge from the cradle to the grave’.

8.
As the Muslim community grew larger after the time of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), some Muslims showed themselves to be people of great learning. Many of them had memorised the Qur’an ​– such a person is known as a haafiz – and were able to give advice on how to live a proper Muslim life.

9.
Masaajid (mosques) have always been not only places of prayer and worship but also places of learning. Some mosques – in places like Baghdad, Cairo (where the famous Al Azhar mosque is), and Al-Andalus (Spain) – gained a reputation as centres of learning. At such centres as these, great advances in learning were made in such fields as medicine, science, astronomy, architecture and mathematics (‘algebra’ is an Arabic word). 

The Muslim community in Redbridge

10.
There are over 28,000 Muslims living in Redbridge, the twelfth largest Muslim community in England and Wales. A significant number are of a young age and the number of older Muslims, many of them retired, is also increasing.

11.
Though Muslims would consider themselves to be part of one ummah (community following God’s guidance), Muslims and their families who live in Redbridge come from a variety of geographical and cultural backgrounds.

12.
The roots of most Muslims living in Redbridge are in the Indian sub-continent – the countries of Bangladesh, India and Pakistan. But, if you were to look at the congregation gathering for prayers at a mosque in Redbridge, you would see that individuals come from all over the world. Some would come from Middle Eastern countries or from Africa, as is the case of Somali Muslims who have recently arrived in Redbridge. Others will be from families with long roots in England but who have chosen to become Muslims. (This is a reminder that the term Muslim does not refer to any particular national, racial or cultural group. Rather, it refers to someone who has ‘surrendered’ him or herself to the will of Allah.)

Madrasahs in Redbridge

13.
Muslims who want their children to receive an Islamic education can arrange for this to happen in a variety of ways. Some families will arrange for a tutor to teach their children as a group. Sometimes, a tutor is employed by a single family to teach their child/children. In other cases, large numbers of children meet at a madrasah that might be attached to a mosque or be held in a room (in an ordinary house, perhaps) that has been set aside for this purpose.

14.
The list that follows shows the seven main madrasah to be found in Redbridge, together with a contact name and telephone number:

· Ilford Islamic Centre and Mosque, 54-58 Albert Road

Mr Ghazanfer Ali, Chairman: 020 8553 5739 (mosque); 0208 597 4957 (home);

· Madrasah Nur-ul-Islam (‘Light of Islam’), 146 Balfour Road;

Mr Nizam Ismail, General Secretary: 020 8478 2582 (home); 0777 5543111 (mobile);

· Redbridge Islamic Education Centre, 103 Belgrave Road;

Mr Saleh Adam: 020 8554 1320; 020 8980 4067 (daytime);

· Seven Kings Mosque, 645 High Road, Seven Kings;

Mr Saleem: 020 8599 1800;
· Ilford Mosque and Islamic Society, 112 Balfour Road;

Imam Haroon Rashid: 020 8478 0347

· Eton Road Community Centre, Ilford Muslim Community Centre, Eton Road

Mr B Chaudhry MBE, Chairperson: 0208 514 0706

· North Ilford Islamic Centre, Empress Avenue

Mohamed Seedat, Secretary: 020 8554 6556

15.
Boys and girls from the age or four/five attend these madrasahs and will usually attend until the age of about 13/14. Most will attend madrasah for two hours each weekday after their local authority school has finished. In addition, some of them who want to memorise the Qur’an by heart and become a haafiz, will also attend the madrasah in the morning before the local authority school day begins. In Redbridge, both the madrasahs held at Seven Kings and Balfour Road mosques run special classes for this purpose.

What happens at a Madrasah

16.
Madrasah will probably have both single sex and mixed classes, depending on the internal arrangements and the age of the children.

17.
Children will sit in on a carpeted floor in rectangular or square-shaped groups with wooden benches in front of them on which the texts books they are using will be placed. The teacher will sit either in the middle or at one end of the group with all the children facing him or her.

18.
Before starting their lessons, it is desirable that children perform wudhu (ritual washing) either at home or at the faculties provided within the mosque.

19.
Some madrasah require their children to wear a uniform. For girls, this might be a long jubba (tunic) and headscarf and, for boys, a long white thaub (tunic) and topi (cap).

20.
Learning at madrasah is focused on two things: the Qur’an and the Muslim way of life.

21.
In learning to read and recite the Qur’an at madrasah, children will move through different stages, each one building on the last. For example:

· the process will start with children learning to recognise the shapes of Arabic letters and the sounds that they make;

· after this, they will learn how the different letters combine together to form words or a sequence of sounds;

· they will practice recognition and pronunciation (though they wouldn’t know what the Arabic actually means in their own everyday language);

· small portions of the Qur’an would now be learned
;

· children might now learn the Fatihah, the first surah of the Qur’an, together with rules about how to recite the Qur’an;

· after three or four years, the whole Qur’an will be read through.

22.
Alongside learning Arabic and the Qur’an, children attending madrasah will also be learning about the Muslim way of life. Again, they will move through different stages, learning about:

· important duties and beliefs; 

· prayers traditionally used by Muslims at certain times (leaving home, before and after eating, and so on);

· how wudhu is performed; 

· the prayers which are recited during salah;

· Islamic law relating to such things as prayer, ritual washing and travelling; and

· principal Muslims beliefs, about God, angels, the prophets and the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), the Day of Judgement, and so on.

23.
Historically, Urdu - the language spoken by Muslims on the Indian sub-continent - has often been used as the main language of communication within madrasah. As English becomes the main language of the British Muslim community, however, this is being increasingly used for communication, including teaching, within madrasah.

Support for children attending a madrasah

24.
Madrasah leaders hope that Muslim families will support their children attending madrasah through, for example:

· showing an interest in what their children are learning at the madrasah; and

· setting an example at home so that it does not clash with the teaching that the children receive at madrasah.

25.
It is also hoped that there can be increasing cooperation between day schools and madrasah. This might express itself in, for example:

· teachers in day schools taking an interest in what their Muslim pupils do at madrasah;

· madrasah teachers or leaders meeting with day school headteachers in order to discuss how school and madrasah might work together for the benefit of Muslim pupils.

26.
For LEA schools who want to enter into such discussion, it is suggested that they first seek advice from Imam Haroon Rashid (for address and telephone number, see note 14 above), Muslim representative on Redbridge Standing Advisory Council on Religious Education (SACRE). 

27.
In order to offer as much protection as possible to children attending madrasah, two members of the Muslim community have undergone foundation training in child protection. As ‘named people’, they assist the Social Services Child Protection Enquiry Team in matters relating to child protection.

For further information

28.
For further information about this briefing paper and its contents, contact either:

· Bill Gent, Education Advisory Team, Lynton House, 255-259 High Road, Ilford, Essex IG1 1NN; tel 020 8708 3080: email bill.gent@redbridge.gov.uk;

· Imam Haroon Rashid, Muslim representative on Redbridge Standing Advisory Council on Religious Education (SACRE): tel 020 8478 0347;

· Ghazanfer Ali, Chairman Ilford Islamic Centre and Mosque: tel 020 8553 5739 (mosque); 0208 597 4957 (home).

: 

Glossary of terms used in this briefing paper

Please note. Because these words are representations of Arabic words, there are variant spellings in English for many of these terms eg haadith and hadith
	Allah
	Muslim word for ‘God’. There is no plural form of this word



	Fatihah
	The title given to the first surah of the Qur’an. It is a particularly important passage for Muslims because it refers to the key Muslim beliefs and is always recited by them during salah



	Haadith
	A ‘report’ of what a prophet – usually Muhammad – said or did



	Haafiz
	A Muslim who knows the Qur’an by heart



	Jubba
	Long tunic worn by girls and women



	Madrasah
	Technically, a place of Islamic higher education though, in everyday language, the word is often used for Muslim supplementary classes 



	Maktab
	The technically correct name for Muslim supplementary classes 



	Masaajid
	‘Place of prostration’; mosque



	Muslim
	A person who has surrendered him or herself to the will of Allah



	PBUH
	‘Peace Be Upon Him’. The blessing which Muslims will say when mentioning the name of Muhammad or another of the prophets



	Qur’an
	The Muslim holy book



	Salah
	‘Set prayer’ which Muslims are obliged to perform five times daily



	Surah
	A ‘chapter’ of the Qur’an. There are 114 surahs, arranged from the longest to the shortest. However, the division of the Qur’an into surahs is only one of several ways in which the Qur’an can be divided



	Thaub
	Long tunic worn by boys and men



	Topi
	The peakless cap worn by many Muslim boys and men. Topis can be plain or richly embroidered



	Ummah
	The Muslim community



	Urdu
	The official language of Pakistan. It is very similar to Hindi though written in a Perso-Arabic script. It contains many Arabic and Persian words 



	Wudhu
	Ritual washing which Muslims perform before prayer
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Redbridge SACRE briefing papers: an explanation








� Technically, the school attached to a mosque for children of the age group referred to in this document is called a maktab. In everyday life, however, the term madrasah is often used instead.





� All prophets are honoured by Muslims. In order to show this, Muslims will say a short blessing immediately after using a prophet’s name, such as that of Muhammad. In English this is often translated as ‘Peace Be Upon Him’ – shown in print as PBUH. This form is used here out of respect for members of the Muslim community who will be using this document.


� Some children who show a particular aptitude for memorisation might begin to learn small surahs (one of the 114 chapters of the Qur’an).
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