Four new books from the Biblos Project

The Biblos Project was set up by Professor Terence Copley of the University of Exeter in order to explore ways in which biblical material might be used most productively in classrooms. The aims of the project are listed below. Currently, eight books have been published: a teacher’s book and three pupils’ texts for each of primary and secondary.

Primary Teacher’s Handbook by Catherine Bowness, Mark Brimicombe, Sarah Lane & Terence Copley, RMEP, 48 pages, £15.95, ISBN 1 185175282X (paperback)

This teacher’s handbook clearly sets out the project’s aims:

· to present biblical narratives linked with themes with immediate meaning in the lives of children;

· to be fair to children without patronising them;

· to be fair to the narratives themselves; and

· to present the narratives as writing that challenges all readers to engage with theological response.

The handbook then talks teachers through how they could use each of the three primary textbooks: Everybody Hurts’ (Years 3-4), Meeting with Mystery (Years 4-5) and Where are We Going? (Years 5-6). The instructions and ideas given are usable and easily readable. They also give teachers a few nice resources to use with children that will go down well in RE lessons. 

The book is a really good resource, especially for those teachers not from a Christian background or those who are new to teaching RE. It takes the reader through the stories, their interpretations and shows how using the sacred text of the Bible, in this instance, can enhance the teaching of  RE.

Meetings with Mystery (theme: encounter, for primary age-range) by Sarah Lane, RMEP, 32 pages, £6.50, ISBN 1 1851752803 (paperback)

An excellent text book in that it really does what it sets out to do in the introduction: enabling children to understand Bible narrative in its historical context. It has some excellent questions for children to consider though I personally found a few of the questions not sufficiently challenging.

Stories touched on:

· Mysterious and frightening – Genesis chapter 32, Exodus chapter 3

· Someone’s calling my name – 1 Samuel chapter 3

· Close enough to touch – John chapter 20

· About turn – Acts of the Apostles chapter 9

These are good biblical passages on which to base work and which could provide a very creative and refreshing approach to RE lessons in primary schools. I would certainly recommend this material as it provides an excellent framework within which to do some good textual analysis without children realising that they are doing theology!

Secondary Teacher’s Handbook by Karen Walshe, Heather Savini & Terence Copley, RMEP, 44 pages, £15.95, ISBN 1 1851752862 (paperback)

This teacher’s handbook clearly sets out the projects aims (see above), and then talks teachers through how they could use each of the three textbooks: Troubled People, Mysterious Encounters and The Riddle of Destiny. As with the primary teacher’s handbook, this is a really good resource, especially for those teachers not from a Christian background or who are new to teaching RE. 

Troubled people (theme: vulnerability, for secondary age range) by Karen Walshe, RMEP, 32 pages, £6.50, ISBN 1 1851752838 (paperback)
An excellent text book in that it really does what it sets out to do in the introduction: enabling students to understand Bible narrative in its historical context. It includes some excellent questions for students to consider. It also refers to Jewish interpretation of the passages and where in the Muslim Qur’an similar accounts to those found in the Bible can be read. It asks students to consider which account they found more powerful, an approach that I really like. 

Stories touched on:

· Accused of wrong – Jesus not condemning the woman found in adultery – John chapter 8

· Behaving badly - Noah getting drunk (who would have thought of a really good lesson out of this story?) – Genesis chapter 9:20-27

· Missing the mark – the fall – Genesis chapters 2-3

· Feeling small – Psalm 139

· Feeling afraid – calming of the storm - Mark chapter 4:34-41

· Hurting others – Peter’s denial of Jesus – Luke chapter 22:54-62

In that this series of books gives students the context within which to engage with sacred texts, there is some really good RE pedagogy here.
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