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( Autumn Term meeting for primary RE subject leaders

This will be taking place on Thursday 21 September, 4.10 – 5.30 pm, at Gilbert Colvin Primary School. The agenda has been sent to schools.
( Autumn Term meeting for secondary RE teachers 

This short ‘up-date’ meeting will be taking place on Tuesday 31 October, 4.00 – 5.00 pm, at Beal High School. The purpose of this meeting will be to provide an opportunity for schools to inform others about latest issues and developments. There will also be a briefing on local and national issues.

( SACRE Conference, Resource Exhibition and Lecture, 

Tuesday November 28th 2006, Teachers Centre  
For a number of years, Redbridge Standing Advisory Council on Religious Education (SACRE) has organised an annual lecture. So as to draw in and support teachers more, this year’s event will consist of three elements:

· Resource Exhibition, 1.00 – 4.30 pm, room F6, drop in to see a wide range of RE-related resources;
· Workshops for primary & secondary teachers, 1.45 – 4.00 pm;
· Cultural items, lecture (‘What is religion?’ by Geoff Teece of Birmingham University) and buffet meal, 4.30 – 7.15 pm.
There is no charge for attending any or all of these events.
A letter and A5 poster has already been sent out to schools. Applications either by the Teachers Centre website (workshops – course no 6516; lecture and meal (course no 6517) or using the proforma that has been sent to schools. Information about the workshops will be sent out once an application has been received.

( Farmington Fellowships 2007-8

The Farmington Institute funds a variety of fellowships, some based at a university, others at home/school. They can be of varying lengths according to what RE-linked project the teacher wants to develop. For example, Anne Krisman (Little Heath School) spent a whole term based at Warwick University some years ago. Last year, on the other hand, Karen van Coevorden (South Park Primary), spent one day a week over a term away from school. For further information about different types of fellowship, and how to apply, go to the Farmington website www.farmington.ac.uk/ Please note that the closing date for applications for the academic year 2007-8 is 5 February 2007.

( The Redbridge RE Network www.redbridgerenet.co.uk 

Over the last year, the Network website has continued to provide a useful service to Redbridge teachers and others from the wider RE community, offering reviews, reports, pictures, and other resources.
 
Informed comment and discussion are also available through the Forum, although few seem to have availed themselves of it. Discussions on offer include the revision of the Agreed Syllabus, Lesson Ideas, Films, Preparing for Ofsted, and Religion & Art. Ten people have registered for the Forum, six of whom are from Redbridge, including two SACRE members. We would encourage all RE subject leaders to register on the website Forum. Those who are registered have found it a helpful place to discuss issues and to share successes in RE. 

 
Our ‘Link Spot’ continues to offer resources of a lighter nature, and this year the item included a ‘Virtual Hindu Puja’, ‘Buddhist Stories’, ‘Christmas in Art’ from the Metropolitan Museum in New York, and a Sofer (Torah Scribe) sharing his art.
 
If you have found the site useful, please let us know and tell your colleagues. We are also always open to suggestions for improvement. For further information or discussion, contact Gordon Becket, Webmaster, on Karlskirche@aol.com 
( RE Review and Monitoring visits to Redbridge schools

Given the local responsibility for RE, local authorities and their Standing Advisory Councils on Religious Education (SACREs) are expected to maintain an oversight of quality and standards in non-faith schools. Up to now, SACRE has reviewed the RE sections of Ofsted reports as well as looking at public examination results. New-style Ofsted reports, however, contain no subject sections.

In order for the local authority and SACRE to fulfil its obligations, a new pattern is being proposed that will be manageable, helpful to schools and based on their own process of self-evaluation. The proposal is that:

· all non-faith primary schools will be visited by the RE Advanced Skills Teacher (AST) every three years;

· all non-faith secondary school will be visited by the RE Consultant every two years;

· a meeting, lasting 60-90 minutes, will take place between the AST/Consultant and the RE subject leader and his/her line manager;

· this meeting will consist of a discussion of key self-evaluation-type questions (perceived strengths, weaknesses etc);

· a visit note recording the outcomes will be written;

· a summary of visit outcomes will be presented to SACRE each term. 

This system has already been used successfully with two secondary schools and will be trialled in some primary schools during the Autumn Term.

( Free Advice and Resources for Teaching about Christianity
From the end of October 2006, Karen Van Coevorden will become the new Key Worker of a schools’  project aimed at advising about and resourcing Christianity. Formerly the Revd Keith Underhill’s ‘Religious Education and Resources Project’, Karen will be offering similar services, ranging from assembles, INSET, RE lessons and conferences.

Karen will be re-establishing links with schools during the Autumn Term. If you would like to find out more information or feel that your school could benefit from the work of the project, you can contact Karen directly on 020 8598 2899 or by email on caravankv@hotmail.com 

( Spirited Arts Competition

Over the last few years, this project (which aims to link creativity with RE) has encouraged work from students under headings such as ‘Spirited Poetry’ and ‘Art in Heaven’. Last year, the competition asked for contributions drawing on a number of titles: a spiritual life, a just world, the turning point in a story, a day to remember, and where is God?

Winners of the 2006 Spirited Arts Competition have just been announced and, of the 18 winning entries, 3 came from Redbridge; a group entry from Little Heath Foundation School and two individual entries from students at Woodford County High School. Many congratulations to these schools and the teachers and students involved.

New titles for the 2006-7 competition, open to all pupils aged 5-18, will be announced next month.  A maximum of five entries are welcome from any school and creative uses of ICT are encouraged. The closing date is 31 July 2007. For further information, go to www.pcfre.org.uk/spiritedarts/ 

( British Library ‘Sacred’ exhibition

Details to follow.

To discuss any matter concerning material contained in this Newsletter, please contact: Bill Gent, Redbridge Advisory Team, 020 8708 3080; bill.gent@redbridge.gov.uk. 

