PAGE  
2
RE Newsletter  -  February 2005 


Contents

1.
Spring Term meeting for primary RE subject leaders

2.
Summer Term meeting for secondary RE teachers

3.
Jewish Way of Life Exhibition, 5-19 April 2005  

4.
Local agreed syllabus & support material on CD ROM

5.
The Redbridge RE Network website

6.
The non-statutory national framework for RE

( Spring Term meeting for primary RE subject leaders

This will be held at Oakdale Junior School (Oakdale Road, South Woodford 020 8989 7471), 4.15 – 5.45 pm on Thursday 24 February. The agenda will include: how RE features in the life of the Oakdale Juniors, progress report on devising creative assessment tasks for RE at Key Stages 1 & 2, update on Foundation Stage RE support material, local and national updates, opportunity to share current experiences, issues and resource material.

( Summer Term meeting for secondary RE teachers 

This will be held at Woodbridge High School & Language College (St Barnabas Road, Woodford Green 020 8504 0611), Lower Site on Wednesday 15 June. As well as an opportunity to learn about how RE features in the life of Woodbridge School, there will be a major focus on the use of visits and visitors in RE.

( Jewish Way of Life Exhibition, 5-19 April 2005

Clore Tikva Primary School (Fullwell Avenue, Barkingside 020 8551 1097) will be hosting the ‘Jewish Way of Life Exhibition’ (produced by the Education Department of the Board of Deputies of British Jews) between 5-19 April 2005.

The exhibition travels the country and, through providing non-Jewish visitors with an opportunity to look at exhibits, handle artefacts and meet members of the Jewish community, provides a kind of ‘crash course’ in the Jewish way of life. Topics covered include: the synagogue, worship, kashrut, Shabbat, the Jewish life cycle, and festivals. The Board of Deputies will be providing adult guides and presenters, but pupils from the school will also be helping to host the event. 

Redbridge schools will be able to avail themselves of two types of activity during this period:

1. 
A Training Event for Teachers to be held at Clore Tikva School, on Monday 4 April, 4.30 – 6.30 pm. This event, free to Redbridge teachers, will give them the opportunity to tour the exhibition and learn more about the Jewish way of life. A very useful teachers’ notes booklet will be given to each school attending. See flyer attached to this newsletter

2.
90-minute visits by pupil groups during either the morning (10.00 – 11.30 am) or afternoon (2.00 – 3.30 pm). A charge of £30 will be made for each visit. When booking a visit, schools can discuss any particular focus that they would like during the visit. See flyer attached to this newsletter

The exhibition will help to bring to life many aspects of the local agreed syllabus for RE.

To book a place on the teachers’ training event and/or a school visit to the exhibition, contact: Jonathan Brandman at the Board of Deputies: 020 7543 5400, jonathan.brandman@bod.org.uk.

( Local agreed syllabus & support material on CD ROM

A number of schools have requested that the local agreed syllabus and current support material be made available on CD ROM so that schools can more easily use and adapt the material. This has now been done.

The CD ROM that is enclosed with this newsletter contains the following material:

· the complete local agreed syllabus (text and photographs);

· four files of support material for the Year 1 units of work;

· four files of support material for the Year 2 units of work;

· four files of support material for the Year 3 units of work;

· four files of support material for the Year 4 units of work;

· four files of support material for the Year 5 units of work;

· four files of support material for the Year 6 units of work;

· one file of material on Easter during the primary years;

· one file of material on Christmas during the primary years;

· one file of the Year 7 transition unit.

Do pass on further suggestions and ideas about how schools can be supported in using the local agreed syllabus and support material.

( Redbridge RE Network website

The website (www.redbridgerenet.co.uk) continues to grow and contains a wide variety of material related to RE, collective worship and the broad curriculum. The following recently added material might be of particular interest to you:

· Using ICT to explore spiritual ideas in RE

An inspiring article, written by Anne Krisman of Little Heath Foundation School, about how older students at the school explored the theme ‘darkness into light’ through looking at the life of Helen Keller and her teacher, Annie Sullivan;

· Real People With Real Lives: The Beth Shalom Holocaust Centre
A very moving illustrated account of a visit to the Beth Shalom Holocaust Centre in Nottinghamshire by Karen Van Coevorden of South Park Primary School;

· Time for a Story
An article published in the Spring Term 2005 edition of Gatherings in which Geoffrey Court (of The Circle Works) explores the role of story in people’s lives.

( The non-statutory national framework for RE

As you will already be aware, the new framework is aimed primarily at LEA level so that those devising local agreed syllabuses have a national framework to compare their own work and standards to. A local group will be meeting on February 24 to begin the process of looking at the national framework and identifying its significance for RE in Redbridge.

The complete text of the framework can be found on the QCA website: http://www.qca.org.uk/downloads/re_complete.pdf 

To discuss any matter concerning material contained in this Newsletter, please contact: Bill Gent, Senior Adviser (School Improvement); 020 8708 3080; bill.gent@redbridge.gov.uk. 

