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( Autumn Term meeting for primary RE subject leaders

This will be held at Newbury Park Primary School (see map below), 4.15 – 5.45 pm on Thursday 11 November. The agenda is shown below.


Agenda for this meeting

1.
Welcome and introductions
2.
RE at Newbury Park Primary School
· The characteristics of the school

· How Julia Diamond carries out her role as RE subject leader

3.
Assessing RE: a survival guide
· The issue of standards in RE 

· An overview of the scheme that is being developed by a group of Redbridge primary school teachers (providing one assessable task for each unit of the agreed syllabus)

· Close look at Year 1 and Year 4 draft assessment tasks

· Request for volunteers to try out these assessment tasks in their own schools

4.
Meet Imam Haroon Rashid, Muslim representative on SACRE, with the opportunity to ask him questions (eg about Ramadan and Eid in particular, Islam in general)

5.
Update and information-sharing, including:

· Faiths CD-Roms produced by Espresso and London Grid for Learning;

· Student Handbook: Religious Education (published by Pearson);

· future of the local agreed syllabus;

· RE-related resources (PLEASE BRING EXAMPLES TO SHOW OTHERS)

6.
Final thoughts and reflections
( Autumn Term meeting for secondary RE teachers 
This will be held in room F2 at The Teachers Centre, 4.30 – 6.00 pm on Wednesday 17 November.

The principle purpose of this meeting is to bring secondary RE teachers together in order to learn from each other’s experiences and to catch up with local and national news.

( 2004 SACRE lecture 
This will be taking place at Beal High School on the evening of Tuesday 30 November, beginning at 6.00 pm. 

The evening is designed to be both an enjoyable event in its own right (there are a number of cultural items as well as food after the lecture) and to provide a contribution to the ongoing debate about the relationship between education and religion.

This year’s lecture, entitled ‘Renewing the culture of education through values’, will be given by Professor Bart McGettrick, Professor of Education at the University of Glasgow. A biographical summary of the lecturer can be found on the Redbridge RE website.

The lecture event is open to all members of the community: teachers, friends and family. 

Do help to make it the success that it deserves.

( Farmington Fellowships for teachers of RE

These generously-funded fellowships provide a tremendous opportunity for teachers who wish to develop their understanding and knowledge of RE in a field of their own choice. There are one-term university-based fellowships and school-based fellowships which can be for a unit of time (two weeks to half a term) or organised on a day-release basis. 

Further information can be found on the Farmington website (www.farmington.ac.uk/) but please note that the closing date for application for the 2005/6 academic year is 7 February 2005.

If you wish to discuss the possibility of a Farmington Fellowship, please contact either Anne Krisman at Little Heath School (020 8599 4864), who held a fellowship some years ago and is still in regular touch with the Farmington Trust, or Bill Gent in the Advisory Service Office (020 8708 3080).

( The Redbridge RE Network website
Please note that the new address of the Redbridge RE Network website is www.redbridgerenet.co.uk. Do find the time to look at the material on the website and consider whether you would like to add any material relating to your own work.

( Review of the current local agreed syllabus

Designing the framework for the teaching of RE remains the responsibility of each local education authority which is required to produce a local agreed syllabus. The new National Framework for RE is designed to provide a means through which local agreed syllabuses can be more compatible in standards expected, and so on.

The current Redbridge agreed syllabus, Exploration and Response, was launched in November 2001. In that it is a statutory requirement to review a local agreed syllabus at least every five years, the time is approaching when our own agreed syllabus will need to be reviewed. As in the past, schools will be invited to take an active role in this process so that the next Redbridge agreed syllabus can be as imaginative, realistic and manageable as possible.

Further information about the review process and how you might choose to become involved will be given in future editions of this newsletter.

For discuss any matter concerning material contained in this Newsletter, please contact: Bill Gent, Senior Adviser (School Improvement); 020 8708 3080; bill.gent@redbridge.gov.uk. 

