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National framework for RE

As you will no doubt be aware, the QCA has produced a draft national framework for RE. 

There has been some confusion about the status of this document, particularly in that some publishers have implied that all schools will soon have to follow it. This is incorrect!

The national framework, currently in draft form and out for consultation, does not replace the local agreed syllabus which remains the statutory framework for non faith-based schools. As such, the framework is designed primarily for LEA agreed syllabus conferences, to help them in their task of producing or revising their local agreed syllabuses. 

Schools, however, might find some of the material useful and might wish to be involved in the consultation process. If so, both the draft copy and the consultation booklet (to be returned by Monday 5 July) can be accessed through the Internet on http://www.qca.org.uk/news/2586_7140.html. 

Anne Krisman, RE Teacher Consultant
Anne Krisman has decided that, having served as a one-day-a-week RE Teacher Consultant over the last two years, she wishes to relinquish that role from the end of this term. Anne has played a hugely significant role in our attempt to create a strong supportive network for RE in Redbridge. She has acted as co-editor of the termly Gatherings journal, has provided a great deal of material for the RE website (including information about professional development opportunities in RE), drafted the material to support the agreed syllabus at Key Stages 1 and 2, gathered together photographic images to show Redbridge diversity. And all this whilst serving as a Redbridge SACRE member, a leading member of Redbridge Council of Faiths and maintaining Little Heath as a national centre of excellence for RE in the special school. 

Our grateful thanks go to Anne for all that she has done and for all that she embodies in her work and style.

Anne’s school contact number is: 020 8599 4864.

New LEA RE Teacher Consultant required 
As part of its commitment to RE in the borough, the LEA employs an RE Teacher Consultant for one day per week. The present post-holder, Anne Krisman, has been seconded for one day each week from Little Heath School but will be relinquishing this role at the end of this term. 

The LEA is now looking to second another teacher (or outside consultant) for one day a week for the school year 2004-5.

The key roles that the RE Teacher Consultant will be expected to fulfil are:

· acting as co-editor (with Bill Gent) of the Redbridge publication Gatherings:

· helping to draft and write material to support the local agreed syllabus (with an emphasis on Key Stage 3 material over the next year); and

· carrying out any other relevant tasks including providing material for the Redbridge RE website and carrying out surveys.

The precise nature of the role will, however, depend to some extent on the skills and experiences of the person. If the person is seconded from a school, there will be flexibility in, for example, which day each week the person works.

Please pass on expressions of interest, through headteachers, as soon as possible to Bill Gent (bill.gent@redbridge.gov.uk ( 83080) from whom further information can be obtained. 

Jo Bailey, Advanced Skills Teacher for Primary RE

Jo Bailey, RE subject leader at Fairlop primary School, is coming to the end of her first year as an advanced skills teacher. Advanced skills teachers go through a very rigorous assessment before being appointed as such and are then allocated 20% of their time to support development in their own and other schools. (Requests from other schools are made through John Myer in the Advisory Service.) Jo has been in increasing demand from schools in Redbridge as well as at events and activities outside Redbridge: she has spoken at a conference at the BFSS RE Centre, Brunel University, and has contributed to the PGCE RE programme at Anglia Polytechnic University for two years. She is also leading a group of Redbridge teachers which is producing further material to support RE at the Foundation Stage and, with Julia Diamond (Newbury Park Primary) and Karen Van Coevorden (South Park Primary), organising termly meetings for primary school RE subject leaders.

Jo’s school contact number is: 020 8500 3857.

Summer Term meeting for Secondary School RE teachers

This will be taking place at Oaks Park High School on Wednesday 23 June, 4.15 – 5.45 pm. A copy of the agenda is available on the Redbridge RE website (www.redbridgerenet.co.uk).

Summer Term meeting for Primary School RE subject leaders

This will be taking place at South Park Primary School (PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF VENUE) on Thursday 24 June at South Park Primary School, 4.15 – 5.45 pm. A copy of the agenda is available on the Redbridge RE website (www.redbridgerenet.co.uk).

New address for Redbridge RE Network website

Please note that the new address of the Redbridge RE Network website is www.redbridgerenet.co.uk. Do find the time to look at the material on the website and consider whether you would like to add any material relating to your own work.

HMI report on Redbridge SACRE

Redbridge Standing Advisory Council on Religious Education (SACRE) has been praised in a highly positive HMI report. The inspection was carried out in March as part of a national Effectiveness of SACREs project. The HMI report states that ‘Redbridge benefits from a very good SACRE’ and that ‘members display a high level of commitment, enthusiasm and imagination’. SACRE’s excellent relationships with the LEA and its schools were highlighted, as well as the ‘highly effective’ support provided by Bill Gent, the senior adviser who has responsibility for RE. The inspectors also noted that SACRE, in conjunction with the LEA, is making an important contribution to developing greater understanding between different religious groups. The strong representation from a wide range of religious communities in the Borough is identified as a major strength of SACRE. 
 
The report can be accessed on www.redbridgerenet.co.uk. The Redbridge RE website itself was praised by HMI. They described it as ‘impressive, and providing useful information, suggestions for effective planning, and an array of helpful resources’.

This year’s Redbridge SACRE lecture

This will be taking place at Beal High School on the evening of Tuesday 30 November, beginning at 6.00 pm. The lecture itself, with the title ‘Renewing the culture of education through values’, will be given by Professor Bart McGettrick, Professor of Education at the University of Glasgow. A biographical summary of the lecturer can be found on the Redbridge RE website.

This annual lecture aims to ‘contribute to the ongoing debate about the relationship between religion and education’. 

As well as the lecture, there are several cultural items with the opportunity to share food and conversation together after the formal events.
RE-related material on the Ofsted website

A range of material is held on the Ofsted publications website: go to the website (www.ofsted.gov.uk), click on publications and type ‘religious education’ in the search box. The documents, which can all be downloaded, include one on ‘Good assessment practice in religious education’.

Ofsted is in the process of collecting ‘cameos’ for all aspects of the curriculum – that is, imaginatively written descriptions of outstanding practice. There are several such ‘cameos’ in the RE cameos document though at least one national RE body has sent a strong letter to Ofsted asking why examples of practice relating to collective worship have been included in the RE document. Doesn’t this, the organisation suggests, simply perpetuate old confusions about the nature and scope of RE?

For discuss any matter concerning material contained in this Newsletter, please contact: Bill Gent, Senior Adviser (School Improvement); 020 8708 3080; bill.gent@redbridge.gov.uk. 

