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Dear Colleague

RE NEWSLETTER, JANUARY 2004
There are now fewer opportunities for us to meet each other and so I hope that the following notes will prove useful. Please do not hesitate to get in touch with me should you wish to discuss anything further.

1.  People supporting RE in Redbridge 
The following people are available for support:

· Bill Gent: Redbridge Advisory Service; former RE Adviser but maintaining overall responsibility for RE in the borough; professional adviser to SACRE;
Tel 020 8708 3080 (Advisers Office)  Email bill.gent@redbridge.gov.uk
· Anne Krisman: RE Teacher Consultant who works for the LEA each Tuesday; Head of RE at Little Heath Foundation School; Jewish representative on SACRE;
Tel 020 8599 4864 (School)   Email Annetevka@aol.com 

· Joanne Bailey: Advanced Skills Teacher for Primary RE; RE subject leader, Fairlop Primary School; teacher representative on SACRE;
Tel 020 8500 3857 (School)  Email dantastic99@yahoo.co.uk
· Revd Keith Underhill: Free Church representative on SACRE; 50% of his time available for educational work; has contributed to RE, collective worship and other activities in many Redbridge Schools;
Tel 020 88550 2460 (Home)  Email thoseatnumber7@aol.com 

· Gordon Becket: Head of RS, Woodford County High School; webmaster of the Redbridge RE site (see note 6 below); expert in matters relating to ICT and RE (for evidence of this, see the RS site at Woodford County High www.woodford.redbridge.sch.uk/rs/); has run courses on RE and ICT for other authorities;
· Claire Clinton: independent consultant for RE; former head of RE at the Davenant School; member of the QCA working party that produced the national scheme of RE work for secondary schools.

Please contact me for further details

2.  Advanced Skills Teacher Support for Primary Schools
Jo Bailey (see 1 above) is our first Advanced Skills Teacher (AST) for primary RE in Redbridge. Advanced Skills Teachers are teachers of proven ability who are given 20% of their time to aid development in their own and other schools. Nationally, ASTs support schools in many ways: through working alongside other teachers and subject leaders, through putting on demonstration lessons, through running INSET etc.

It is the LEA that plans the use of ASTs and so, in Redbridge, it is John Myer (Senior Adviser) to whom requests for AST support must be sent, using the application form at the back of the AST booklet that has been sent to all schools.

Do contact Jo personally (Friday is her non-contact day) if you wish to discuss the possibility of support from her.

3.  Primary RE Coordinators’ meeting

Until recently, we had meetings each term for primary school RE coordinators. These sometimes took place at religious centres.

Such meetings will be starting again this term and will be led by Jo Bailey (AST) though I plan to attend also.

This term’s meeting will be taking place on Thursday 4 March, 4.15 – 5.45 pm at Fairlop Primary School. Please apply for this meeting through the Teachers Centre, quoting course reference number 328.

4.  Secondary RE Course: Raising Standards at Key Stage 3

This course aimed at secondary school RE teachers and heads of department will be taking place at the Teachers Centre on Tuesday 2 March, 9.00 am – 12.30 pm. It will be led by Claire Clinton (see note 1 above) who has wide experience in this area. Please apply for this meeting through the Teachers Centre, quoting course reference number 274.

5.  Review of Secondary RE Departments

Since the pattern of RE support in Redbridge has changed, I have been conscious that I have been losing touch with people and developments across RE in our secondary schools. Anne Krisman (see note 1 above) has agreed to visit all RE departments in order to find out what they are doing currently, what developments are taking place and what perceived needs are. She will be presenting a summary to SACRE (see note 8 below).

A letter was sent to all secondary school headteachers and heads of RE last term. This included a brief proforma that schools were asked to complete and return. Schools were also asked to indicate a time during which the head of department could meet with Anne Krisman.

Please contact Anne Krisman (see note 1 above) for further details.
6.  RE Website

The Redbridge RE website (www.re.redbridgenet.org.uk/ or www.re.leonet.co.uk) is recognised nationally as 

being one of the most lively RE websites. It is called the ‘Redbridge RE Network Site’ because it meant for 

the use of anyone interested in RE, not only schools. It contains a growing amount of useful information and 

material, including:

· the complete text of the 2001 local agreed syllabus;

· access to the colour photographs included in the syllabus;

· teaching plans for all the Key Stage 1 and 2 RE units stipulated in the agreed syllabus;

· suggested Year 7 introductory unit on RE;

· photographs and information about local religious centres;

· examples of good practice;

· articles of general interest – for example, a fascinating article about what ikons mean to Orthodox Christians (including a link to a photograph of the ikon described in the piece);

· information about RE in Redbridge schools (schools each have their own information file that they were asked to complete).

7.  Faith Visitors Forum

Some time ago, several SACRE members agreed to take on a role developing links with local faith communities. The purpose of this was to support schools through ensuring that visitors from faith schools were able to contribute to RE in the best way possible; also that religious centres could receive pupils in the most productive way.

This initiative has resulted in the setting up of a Faith Visitors Forum. In practice, this means a meeting – about once each term – at which faith community members who work with schools can meet together, share experiences, hear about best practice etc.

The next forum will be taking place on Tuesday 23 March, 7.30 pm at Balfour Road Mosque (opposite the Teachers Centre). For more information, please contact Revd Keith Underhill (see note 1 above).

8.  Redbridge SACRE

Each local education must have a Standing Advisory Council on Religious Education (SACRE) and the one in Redbridge has been meeting regularly since 1989. The twenty or so members represent four constituencies: non-Church of England Christian groups and other religious groups representative of the local community; the Church of England; teachers’ organisations; and the local council.

The current chairman of Redbridge SACRE is Cllr Sue Nolan and the teachers’ representative are:

· Jo Bailey, AST, Fairlop Primary School (see note 1 above);

· Siobhan Rouse, Headteacher, Churchfields Infants School;

· Sue Snowdon, Headteacher, Beal High School;

· Cate Thomas, Deputy Headteacher, Little Heath Foundation School;

· Tracey Hartman, Coppice Primary School (from March 2004).

A SACRE has a general advisory role and has only two executive powers: it can require the LEA to set in motion a review of the local agreed syllabus; and it can decide on requests for determinations (in respect of collective worship) from LEA schools.

More information about Redbridge SACRE can be found on the Redbridge RE website (see note 6 above), including current membership and copies of annual reports.

9.  2004 Redbridge SACRE Lecture

Each year, Redbridge SACRE organises a lecture event that is designed to bring people from schools and the local community together and, through the lecture, to contribute to the ongoing debate about the relationship between education and religion.

This year’s lecture will take place on Wednesday 17 November, beginning at 6.00 pm, at Beal High School. The lecturer will be Professor Bart McGettrick of Glasgow University and his lecture (title yet to be announced) will focus on the place of values in education. Further information will be available in due course.

10.  Gatherings 

Since the Autumn Term of 2002, Anne Krisman and I have edited a termly journal called Gatherings. It is a successor to the Assembly Bulletin that ran for many years but has a wider remit than its predecessor: it is ‘a gathering together of special times, inspiring thoughts and creative ideas’. As such, it has applicability to assemblies and collective worship but to much more besides. The contents of this term’s edition reflect this:

· week-by-week listing of key dates of notable festivals, anniversaries and events – including suggestions for assembly themes;
· article (relating to the colour picture on the front cover) about the meaning of ikons for Orthodox Christians;
· article on the nature of education from a person who taught in Tibet for  three years;
· article by a Redbridge deputy headteacher on her son who has Aspergers Syndrome;

· article on the ‘wonder of number’;

· review of a book called The Passionate Teacher;

· five whole-page sayings that can be displayed in order to provoke thought and reflection.

Both schools inside and outside Redbridge have taken out an annual subscription to Gatherings (£30 per annum). For further information, including a copy of the subscription form, see the Redbridge RE website (note 6 above).

11.  Farmington Fellowships
Farmington Fellowships, offered by the Farmington Institute for Christian Studies, offer a paid term of study into an area of RE of your choice.  

They are offered to teachers of RE in secondary schools and for primary school teachers involved in teaching RE.  Teachers of children with SEN who are also involved in RE are eligible.  All teachers applying should have had at least three years in their post.

The term’s study is offered at a variety of universities: the Farmington Institute will pay the school for the salary of a replacement teacher.

For teachers unable to take a term out of school, the Farmington Institute also offers Fellowships of a few weeks or a day a week over a term or more.

All teachers who have had a Farmington Fellowship find the experience refreshing and excellent in terms of career development.

Further information and online application forms can be obtained from the Farmington website  www.farmington.ac.uk or contact Anne Krisman, one-time Farmington Fellow (see note 1 above). 

12.  RE Today Services teaching materials for schools

One of the best ways of keeping in touch with developments in RE is through becoming a subscriber to the termly mailing produced by RE Today Services. There are various levels of mailing that will entitle you to receive publications such as:

· RE Today magazine (teaching ideas etc);

· Developing RE (book for primary or secondary schools developing a particular theme);

· Resource (the journal of the PCfRE); 

· British Journal of Religious Education (academic journal).

For more information contact: RE Today Services, 1020 Bristol Road, Selly Oak, Birmingham B29 6LB

Tel 0121 472 7575  Email retoday@retoday.org.uk  Website www.retoday.org.uk.

13. Spirited Arts Competition

You might be interested to read about this competition that has been launched by RE Today Services and the Professional Council for Religious Education (PCfRE). For more information, go to www.pcfre.org.uk/spiritedarts/.

Yours sincerely

Bill Gent
Bill Gent

Senior Adviser (School Improvement)

cc Redbridge SACRE members
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