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A month of publications
on Religious Education

from the Department for Children, Schools and Families

Religious education
in English schools:
Non-statutory
guidance 2010

Three important documents have been published recently that
teachers of Religious Education should find interesting:

Firstly, the long overdue revision of the RE Guidance was
launched by Schools Minister Diana Johnson on 29™ January 2010.
The government hopes that this document will support schools
and local authorities in making sure pupils get a good knowledge
and understanding of religion and belief in 21st century Britain.

Teachers of RE will find that this guidance includes a number of
case studies to illustrate good practice and brings together in one
place an explanation of all the current legislation on RE.

Nidhasssar FsdhenThicicisnala s o e g itk nastisst nnoa
the first ever programme of learning for primary religious
education. This document is described as ‘a non-statutory
programme of learning for a statutory subject. This means it is
intended to complement the statutory Redbridge Local Agreed
Syllabus and should support schools when they revise their
curriculum in the light of the new Primary Curriculum’

Finally, the DCSF published the report on an extended research
project led by the University of Warwick Religious and Educational
Research Unit. The report is entitled ‘Materials used to Teach
about World Religions in Schools in England’

The overall aim of this research was to examine the range of
materials available to schools and used by them for teaching
about the six main world religions in the UK

The study includes an evaluation of the published materials
readily available, consideration of the contextual and pedagogical
factors that influence their selection and use in schools and
classrooms, and the materials’ contribution to learning.

Redbridge teachers of RE will be interested to know that further
work to support teachers in relation to the selection of resources is
planned in the next year.
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An invitation to attend the

Annual Redbridge SACRE

conference

Network Groups:

The secondary network group
met at the Teacher’s Centre
on Wednesday, 17" March
and discussed the challenges
of assessing RE meaningfully
and manageably.

The primary network group
met on 23" March. The
session focused on Creative
RE.

The next meeting of this
group is scheduled for 15
June 2010 and will focus on
RE and music
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“Art in Heaven” - The Spirited Arts competition in Redbridge.

At the last meeting of SACRE
it was agreed that we would
encourage Redbridge
schools to take part in the
Spirited Arts competition
hosted by NATRE - The
National  Association  of
teachers of RE.

This year would be a pilot
and | am able to offer any
school that wishes to take
part a free copy of an RE
Today publication called
‘Spirited Arts’- exploring and
expressing through art in
secondary RE” to guide them
in this work.

We hope that, if the pilot is
successful, the competition
might be promoted across
Redbridge with an exhibition
and so on celebrating the
success of our students in
2011.

‘Art in Heaven is an
annual competition for
pupils in RE that gives
students a chance to be
creative and imaginative
in RE. It is all about
exploring spiritual ideas
as well as developing a
range of skills.

There is a wonderful web
art gallery to explore.
www.natre.org.uk/spirite
darts If your students
enter this year, perhaps
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