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( Spring Term meeting for primary RE subject leaders
This will be taking place on Tuesday 5 February, 4.15 – 5.45 pm, South Park Primary School - Water Lane, Seven Kings, Ilford, Essex IG3 9HF.
The agenda will include an update on the revision of the local agreed syllabus and support material. As the date is Shrove Tuesday, Karen Van Coevorden, who will be hosting the meeting, has agreed to supply pancakes for those attending.

( Spring Term meeting for secondary RE teachers 

This will be taking place on Thursday 20 March, 1.30 – 3.30 pm, Seven Kings High School – Ley Street, Ilford.

As with last term, the meeting is aimed to support all schools, both those involved in the LIG (Leadership Incentive Grant) scheme and those not.

Graham Edwards, head of RE at Oaks Park High School, will be chairing the meeting but there will be contributions from others. An agenda will be sent out later in the term.
( Annual RE Conference, Resource Exhibition and Lecture, 

Thursday 3 April 2008, Teachers Centre
Please Note – the last newsletter gave the wrong date of 3 March
A poster and application form for this event will be sent to schools shortly.

The application form will require that people apply for certain parts of the day’s events only (ie the afternoon resources exhibition will be open to all between 1.30 and 4.30 pm):

· the morning multi-faith coach tour (8.30 am – 1.30 pm);

· the afternoon workshops (2.15-3.30 pm + 3.45–4.30 pm);

· the buffet meal followed by the lecture (Anne Krisman on ‘Setting the Angel Free: Spirituality, Religious Education and the Special School’) and surrounding events (5.30 – 7.45 pm).

There is no charge for attending any part of this annual event..

( Local agreed syllabus update 

Steady progress is being made on updating the 2001 local agreed syllabus and either reviewing existing support material or creating new. (NB The support material for the Key Stage 1 and 2 core RE units integrates an assessment task into each unit.)

The plan is that:

· agreed syllabus material will go out for consultation before the end of this term;

· the new agreed syllabus will be launched by the end of the Summer Term;

· material will be issued in electronic format (ie by way of a CDRom and the website);

· support for schools will be provided during the school year, 2008-9; and

· schools will be expected to implement the new agreed syllabus fully from September 2009.
(  National Primary RE Newsletter
The government is at last funding RE professional development opportunities nationally. Amongst of things, this will include a DCSF-funded Primary RE Newsletter to be distributed during each term of 2008. It will consist of four A4 panels (ie a folded A3 sheet) consisting of full-colour articles and a resource bank. The  theme of the first edition will be ‘Making every child matter’. For further information, contact Joyce Mackley on joyce@retoday.org.uk. 

(  Religious Education: Glossary of Terms (QCA)
       http://www.qca.org.uk/libraryAssets/media/6148_re_glossary.pdf 
If you haven’t already come across this 34-page document, you are strongly advised to download and use it. It consists of a glossary of the terms used in the following six religious traditions: Buddhist, Christian, Hindu, Jewish, Muslim and Sikh.  For example, two of the entries under Judaism read:

Please note that the Shap Working Party on World Religions in Education has its own ‘glossary of words and expressions often found when studying world religions’ and intends to include a sound file to help in pronunciation (see http://www.shap.org/audio-glossary.php). 
To discuss any matter concerning material contained in this Newsletter, please contact: Dr Bill Gent, School Improvement Service, 020 8708 3080; bill.gent@redbridge.gov.uk. 

Preferred form             Main variants	Explanation


	Bar Mitzvah 			Son of Commandment. A boy’s coming of age at


13 years old, usually marked by a synagogue


ceremony and family celebration.





Bat Mitzvah 	Bat Chayil 	Daughter of Commandment. As above, but for


girls from 12 years old. May be marked differently


between communities.








