London Borough of Redbridge School Improvement Service

Minutes of LA/LIG Meeting for Secondary RE Teachers

Wednesday 21st May 2008, 1.30 – 3.30 pm

Oaks Park High School, Oaks Lane, Newbury Park IG2 7PQ 

Present: Graham Edwards (Oaks Park); Mac Leonard (Beal); Angela Smith (Hainault Forest High); Aaron Marsham (Mayfield); Nadine Jackson (Caterham); Claire Clinton (LA RE consultant), Oaks Park BT.

Apologises: Cory Cambridge (Woodbridge); Adele Rood (Seven Kings); Gordon Becket (Woodford County High); 

Item

1 Lunch
Colleagues thanked Graham for organising a wonderful lunch 

2 Local and national updates
a) Claire showed extracts from the new ‘Handling difficult questions’ DVD produced by RE Today Services.  Colleagues were pleased with the professional quality of this resource and of the support materials produced;

b)
Claire showed colleagues the free resources available to teachers who subscribe to RE Today magazine, plus the materials and case studies on the website to support the new KS3 curriculum.  Go to www.natre.org.uk then click on new secondary support materials, or click on free resources.
3 Vocational RE at Key Stage 4
Mac Leonard, Head of RE, Beal High, on the new course that he has designed for Sept 08.  Mac used a power-point to take the group through what Beal has designed from September 08, also giving out handouts which were welcomed. Mac took questions and colleagues were very interested in the vocational nature of the courses he was designing.  Angela Smith suggested a way for Mac to get the course accreditation for the students.

4
Relationships education DVD

Claire showed extracts from Newham’s Student SACRE DVD on faith sensitive relationships.  If colleagues were interested in seeing more of this resource or purchasing a copy for their use in school, then please find further details on:

http://secondary.newham.gov.uk/Student%20Sacre/StudentSacre.htm or go to the reports the BBC have produced on the DVD at:

http://www.bbc.co.uk/london/content/articles/2008/03/07/yourstories_faithsensitive_video_feature.shtml 
5
The new secondary curriculum

A sharing of current experiences
6
Revised local agreed syllabus update
Agreed syllabus update – Claire shared the process of consultation and results especially concerning changes to Key Stage 3

7
Resource ‘Key text guides’
Thoughts were discussed on a draft review (on The Twilight of Atheism by Alistair McGrath) that Bill Gent is proposing for inclusion in REsource, the journal of the National Association of Teachers of RE: Everyone thought that this was a great idea.  In terms of what other reviews of key texts would be useful colleagues thought it would be good to look to key areas of study for AS and A2 Philosophy and Ethics units in particular.

8
Plans for next year

Colleagues thanked Graham for his work as chair this year, and Aaron Marsham agreed to take on the role of chair for next year.  Action: Claire and Aaron to meet in July 2008 to plans next year’s meetings

9
AOB

Dates for next year – we will look at dates circulated by Nick Zenau, and see how these work for our group in terms of our school calendar.  First meeting next year to be at Mayfield? 

For further information, please contact Claire Clinton, Consultant for Secondary RE            020 8430 6346   /  simon.clinton@virgin.net
