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Andy & Barbara Seed, Badger Assembly Stories with Citizenship and PSHE themes: 

· Key Stage 1: Badger Publishing Limited, 2004, 88 pages, ISBN 1-84424-229-3, £19.50 (Spiralbound)
· Key Stage 2: Badger Publishing Limited, 2004, 116 pages, ISBN 1-84424-240-4, £19.50 (Spiralbound)

To many of us, Badger Publishing needs no introduction. As an educational publicist, its books have adorned many a primary school teacher’s bookshelf over the years. Badger Assembly Stories, its most recent publication, provides a means of covering the citizenship statutory curriculum and the PSHE non-statutory guidance through assemblies. Although perhaps stating an obvious link, this idea can only be met with enthusiasm from most people as it provides an ideal way to alleviate some of the pressure from what has come to be an already overcrowded curriculum.
The two books in the series follow exactly the same format, although the Key Stage One book contains 25 assemblies, the Key Stage Two book 32. A brief introduction provides advice on ‘Follow up’, ‘Using the material’, and ‘What makes a successful assembly?’ The Contents page gives a detailed account of the key objectives and the range of stories that are addressed. From true-life stories to poetry and playscripts, the list of stimulus material is impressive and caters for every audience, doubling up as a useful Literacy resource.
Each individual assembly outline offers clear objectives and curriculum links, an introduction to the main assembly presentation, and a story that addresses one of the four strands of the PSHE and Citizenship guidelines: Developing confidence and responsibility and making the most of their abilities; Preparing to play an active role as citizens; Developing a healthy, safer lifestyle; Developing good relationships and respecting the differences between people. There are follow-up ideas and an optional prayer and reflection at the end of each assembly. The follow-up activities are separated into ‘interactive’ and ‘non-interactive’, although the use of the word ‘interactive’ is perhaps misleading as the pupil participation is limited in its approach and often quite repetitive.
The authors suggest that ‘The assemblies in the book are designed to be used flexibly’ (page 2) and I would wholeheartedly agree. Although the stories are well chosen, some deal with sensitive issues and are not entirely appropriate for using in an assembly. Introducing ‘body changes at puberty’ for the first time to 250 Year 5 and 6 children would make me feel uncomfortable, let alone the children! Depending on the size of your school, some of these assemblies would be best suited to class-based collective worship, individual circle time or co-operative learning sessions. At £19.50 each, the books are quite costly although, to the busy teacher, I am sure that this would appear money well spent. 
While a good starting point, I would be wary of adopting this resource in its entirety as there is a danger of assemblies taking on the role of an additional curriculum subject. When a school assembles together as a community, something special should occur, which cannot be given a set structure. Assemblies can and should be a place for spontaneity and creativity but one where the busyness and stresses of life often fade into insignificance as children are encouraged to reflect and evaluate what really matters in life. I hope that this quality time never needs to be compromised in an attempt to accommodate more curriculum time.
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