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London Borough of Redbridge – Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education Support Material – Year 4 unit: Why is the Bible special for Christians? (July 2004 version)


	Unit title
	Year
	Background notes

	Why is the Bible special for Christians?
	4
	In this unit, pupils will develop their understanding of the way in which the Bible is more than a favourite book for Christians. They will learn about how Christians use the Bible and what it contains. Teachers are encouraged to plan this unit so pupils can question Christians about the part the Bible plays in their lives. The unit ends with an opportunity to identify the place of special books in the pupils’ own lives.  

Link with the QCA unit 3D What is the Bible and why is it important for Christians? and 5C Where did the Christian Bible come from?




	Key questions
	Concept/s
	Learning outcomes
	Suggested activities
	Resources

	What is the difference between a favourite book and the Bible to a Christian?
	Holy

Special

Value
	To be able to explain what they value in their lives and why

To be able to express how books can be special in their lives

To be able to explain how Christians value the Bible as their holy book


	· What things are of most value in our lives? Discuss with the class what is special to them and why they have value. Is value just something to do with money?  

· Move to sharing about special books. What books have they valued in their lives? Their special book can be explored in a role play, where one child is an interviewer on the Book Programme and the other is being interviewed about the book they value most. The pairs can work together deciding on good questions to be asked

· Show a Bible and share ideas about why it is valued by Christians. The story of the Welsh girl Mary Jones could be told as an example of what the Bible means to believers 
	Scholastic Curriculum Bank RE, Bk 1, pp51-53 



	How do Christians use the Bible?
	Guidance

Holy Book
	To be able to explore what guidance means

To understand that the Bible is a source of guidance for Christians
	· Divide the class into groups of four. Ask each group to make a list of helpful things that could be included in a booklet given to children new to the school (eg map, timetable, rules, names of teachers)

· Share the lists with the whole class. Explore how this booklet would help a new pupil and what they would gain from having it

· Ask the children to identify a book that is used in their family for guidance and write about it

· Explore how Christians use the Bible as a book that helps them with their whole lives, for help and guidance. Using photocopied sheet, look up the references and say how they might guide or help a Christian today

· Invite in a Christian visitor to share how they use the Bible in their lives
	Scholastic Curriculum Bank RE, Bk 2, pp 59-61,  133 (worksheet)



	What is in the Bible?
	Inspiration

Belief

Prayer

Symbolic language

Genre


	To understand that the Bible is made up of different types/genres of writing

To be able to explain how religious beliefs and ideas are shown in writings from the Bible


	· Make a list of different categories of writing found in a library (eg science fiction, adventure stories, historical stories, poetry) and discuss why people write in different forms

· Look at the contents page of a Bible and explain how it is a collection of books, compiled by different authors at different times

· In small groups, investigate different sections of the Bible using extracts. Each pair can investigate: (a) what sort of writing it is; (b) what it is about; (c) what it is teaching people who read it (how it might guide them)

· As a class, focus on a psalm (eg Psalm 23, The Lord is my Shepherd), looking at the religious language used, listening to it sung if possible. What is it saying about life and God? The class could access the flash animation on the computer to see it interpreted with images

· Create an illustration that would go well with the psalm, using drawings, ICT or images from magazines


	Pathways of Belief, Christianity

Biblical extracts: see examples below:

· Genesis 1 (narrative/poetry);

· Psalm 23 (poetry);

· Proverbs (wisdom);

· Luke 23 (history);

· 1 Corinthians 13 (letter);

· Amos 5

     (prophecy)

	
	Inspiration

Wisdom


	To explore how wise words can help us in our lives

To be able to generate their own words of inspiration to guide others
	· What does wisdom mean? Are all old people wise?  Does wisdom just come from reading all the time?  Does it come from being rich? Work together to devise a class definition of what a wise person is. Then compare this with sayings about wisdom from different cultures and religions (eg from the biblical book of Proverbs) or a story about a wise person

· Write together a class book of wise words and inspiration that could help guide the class through their lives. Provide sentence starters on cards such as ‘Always make sure you …’; ‘Never … or …’; ‘Think about … and you will …’;  ‘Love is …’; ‘Life  is … so …’;  ‘Help … and …’; ‘Always … before you …’.

· If ICT is used to put together the book, pupils could also search the internet for inspiring images to accompany the writing 


	List of sayings on Redbridge RE Network website 


Useful websites

http://www.interviewwithgod.com/psalm23.htm   


An animation with beautiful natural images of Psalm 23 (The Lord is my Shepherd)

http://nhnh.essortment.com/bibleproverbs_rdbm.htm  

An interesting page for teachers on the wisdom of King Solomon

http://www.biblestandard.co.uk/magazinehome/maryjones.htm  
This is a Christian site, for teachers’ use, that tells the story of Mary Jones

Extracts from the Bible
Background notes

1.
Christians divide their Bible into two sections:

· the Old Testament: Jewish sacred writings, all written before the time of Jesus, that were mostly written in the Hebrew language; and

· the New Testament: writings produced within the early Christian community and all written in Greek.

2.
Although people refer to the ‘books’ of the Bible, the writings are of a wide variety of types, from stories, through letters, to collections of sayings.

3.
In time, the books of the Bible were set out in ‘chapters’ and ‘verses’ so that people could refer to different parts more easily. When writing biblical references, it is usual to put the name of the book followed by the chapter and then the verses eg Proverbs 2:1-5 = Old Testament book of Proverbs, chapter 2, verses 1 to 5.

4.
Over the centuries, the books of the Bible have been translated into different languages:

· during the first thousand years of Christianity, those who could read often used a Latin translation of the Bible;

· over the last 500 years or so, there have been many translations into English. The first great English version was the 1611 Authorised Version (called the ‘King James Version’ by Americans) which many people still love because of its Shakespearean-type language (‘thus sayeth the Lord’, ‘and so it came to pass’ etc) and which has affected the English language in many ways; and

· there are many ‘modern’ English versions of the Bible, including one in ‘Cockney’ (see http://www.adamandeveit.net/Articles/CockneyBible.htm).
Extracts from the Old Testament book of Proverbs
‘Listen to instruction and grow wise, do not reject it.’ (8:33)

‘Walk with the wise and be wise;

mix with the stupid and be misled.’ (13:20)

‘A wise man is cautious and turns his back on evil:

the stupid is heedless and falls headlong.’ (14:16)

‘A stupid man gives free rein to his anger;

a wise man waits and lets it grow cool.’ (8:33)


Extract from the Old Testament book of Amos

NB Amos was a Jewish ‘prophet’ – someone who felt compelled to ‘speak out’, often warning others about what would happen if they failed to follow what God wanted – who lived in the eighth century BCE.

‘Seek good and not evil, 

that you may live.,

that the LORD the God of Hosts may be firmly on your side,

as you say he is.

Hate evil and love good;

enthrone justice in the courts;

it may be that the LORD the God of Hosts

will be gracious to the survivors of Joseph.’ (5:14-15)


Extract from the New Testament first letter of Paul to the Christians in Corinth

NB Paul (known as ‘Saul’ before he became a Christian) traveled widely in the Mediterranean world and often wrote letters to Christian individuals or communities that he had visited. Two letters that he sent to Christian community in the Greek city of Corinth survived. The extract that follows is from the first of these letters which is referred to by Christians as ‘1 Corinthians’. Tradition has it that Paul was finally executed by the Romans in Rome.
‘Love is patient; love is kind and envies no one. Love is never boastful, nor conceited, nor rude; never selfish, not quick to take offence. Love keeps no score of wrongs; does not gloat over other men’s sins, but delights in the truth. There is nothing love cannot face; there is no limit to its faith, its hope, and its endurance. Love will never come to an end.’ (13:4-8)
Extract from the Old Testament book of Genesis

NB Though the first book in the Christian Bible, there is older material in some of the other books of the Old Testament. The book begins with a famous account of the creation of ‘heaven and earth’. (Further accounts follow.) Christians differ about how literally to take this account, many saying that it should be taken more as deep poetry rather than as ‘history’. In ancient days, books were often called after their opening words – so this book was called ‘Genesis’ or ‘Beginning’.

‘In the beginning of Creation, when God made heaven and earth, the earth was without form and void, with darkness over the face of the abyss, and a mighty wind that swept over the surface of the waters. God said, “Let there be light” and there was light; and God saw that the light was good, and he separated light from darkness. He called the light day, and the darkness night. So evening came, and morning came, the first day.’ (1:1-5)

Extract from the Gospel book of Luke 

NB ‘Luke’ was an early Christian who, some fifty years or so after the life and death of Jesus, collected together what other Christians had written and recalled about Jesus. The book that he wrote (in Greek) was called a ‘Gospel’ (a word meaning ‘Good News’) because Luke believed that what he had written was ‘good news’ for those who read or heard it and believed its inner message. The extract that follows is about Jesus’ crucifixion. For Luke, this was a vital part of the story of Jesus – but even more so what followed – Jesus’ Resurrection (rising from the dead).
‘The soldiers also came up and mocked him. They offered him wine vinegar and said, "If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself." 
There was a written notice above him, which read: THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS. 
One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: "Aren't you the Christ? Save yourself and us!" 
But the other criminal rebuked him. "Don't you fear God," he said, "since you are under the same sentence? We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong." 
Then he said, "Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom." 
Jesus answered him, "I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise."’

Extract from the Old Testament book of Psalms

NB The word ‘psalm’ means ‘hymn or ‘poem’. The collection of 150 psalms in the Old Testament book of that name has been a source of comfort, challenge, reflection and meditation for Christians and Jews for well over the two thousand years of its existence. ‘Psalm 23’, reputedly composed by David, one of ancient kings of the Jewish people, has been a favourite psalm for generations of Christians, perhaps because of its gentle, romantic imagery – God as a shepherd etc. It is often chosen for singing at funeral services.


The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not be in want. 
He makes me lie down in green pastures, 
he leads me beside quiet waters, 
he restores my soul. 
He guides me in paths of righteousness 
for his name's sake. 
Even though I walk 
through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I will fear no evil, 
for you are with me; 
your rod and your staff, 
they comfort me. 

You prepare a table before me 
in the presence of my enemies. 
You anoint my head with oil; 
my cup overflows. 
Surely goodness and love will follow me 
all the days of my life, 
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord 
forever.

NB The Authorised Version translation of the third of these extracts is:





‘A wise man feareth, and departeth from evil: but the fool rageth, and is confident.’





NB The Authorised Version translation of this extract is:





‘Seek good, and not evil,� that ye may live;


 and so the LORD, the God of hosts, shall be with you,�as ye have spoken.�Hate the evil and love the good,


and establish judgement in the gate;�it may be that the LORD God of hosts�will be gracious unto the remnant of Joseph.’











