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Assessment tasks for RE at Key Stages 1 and 2

Introduction

Background

1. 
This material was created as a direct response to a concern of teachers in schools about how, without being ‘driven by assessment’, they can get an accurate ‘fix’ on how well their children are doing in RE. 

2.
The material has been produced as part of a project led by three Redbridge primary subject leaders: Julia Diamond (Newbury Park Primary School), Nicola Morris (Wells Primary School) and Karen Van Coevorden (South Park Primary School).

3.
The assessment material should be used alongside the support material which has been produced for each of the statutory Y1 – Y6 statutory RE units. This support material can be found on the Redbridge RE website: www.redbridgerenet.co.uk 

The purpose of this material

4.
The purpose of this material is to suggest an approach to assessment in RE that:

· is manageable;

· is integral to the work in question (ie not ‘imposed’ so that it disrupts);

· will enable both teachers and pupils to identify how well individuals are achieving and what would be needed for them to do even better.

5.
Though the current local agreed syllabus is currently being reviewed, the approach to assessment contained in this material will be consistent with the revised agreed syllabus.

The scope and layout of this material

6.
There is an assessment task for each of the four Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 statutory units, as set out in the 2001 local agreed syllabus.
 Thus, there are four assessment tasks for each of Years 1 to 5. In year 6, because the agreed syllabus includes a ‘supported assignment’, there are four assessment tasks.

7.
Each recommended assessment task is based on one activity as set out in the support material for that unit. As in the support material, the activity has been worded as a question. 

8.
So as to provide balance between the assessment tasks, each task is linked to a particular ‘strand’ as set out in the local expectations of RE (p13 of the 2001 agreed syllabus). Thus, there are six strands in all, three relating to the ‘exploring’ and three to the ‘responding’ dimensions of RE work:

	Dimension of RE
	Strand
	

	Exploring
	A
	What people believe

	
	B
	What people do

	
	C
	How people express themselves

	Responding
	D
	Making sense of who we are

	
	E
	Making sense of life

	
	F
	Making sense of values & commitments


9.
The complete list of units and activities, together with the strand and the key question that the assessment task addresses, is as follows:

	Year
	Agreed syllabus unit title
	Key question assessment task 
	Strand

	1
	What does it mean to belong?
	How are Christian children welcomed into their religion?
	B

	1
	What does it mean to live with family and friends?
	Why is Friday night special in a Jewish home?
	F

	1
	Who influences our lives?
	Why are stories about Muhammad special for Muslims?
	A

	1
	Why are childhood stories told?
	What story do Christians tell about Jesus visiting the temple as a 12 year-old and why is the story special for them?
	D

	2
	Why is a church building special for many Christians?
	What special features do we find in a church building? & What have we learnt from our visit?
	C

	2
	What makes us wonder about the world?
	How did the world come to be?
	E

	2
	Why are different books special for different people?
	Why is the Qur’an a special book for Muslims?
	A

	2
	How do I feel about change?
	What makes people change from bad to good?
	B

	3
	How and why do Hindus celebrate Diwali?
	How might Hindus prepare for Diwali?
	B

	3
	How and why do Hindus worship and home and in the mandir?
	How could we welcome a special person?
	F

	3
	Why did Jesus use stories to challenge people?
	What is the challenge in the story of the Pharisee and the tax collector?
	C

	3
	What makes me the person I am?
	Who are the influences on my life?
	D

	4
	How might being Jewish affect how you live your life?
	What shapes the Jewish week?
	B

	4
	Why is Pesach a special time for people who are Jewish?
	What are the important themes in the story of the Exodus?
	E

	4
	Why is the Bible special for Christians?
	What word could inspire us in our lives?
	F

	4
	How should we relate to the world?
	How would you create an ideal world?
	E

	5
	Why is Muhammad important to Muslims?
	Who has been the biggest influence on my life?
	F

	5
	Why are prayer and the mosque important to Muslims?
	What does prayer mean to Muslims?
	A

	5
	Why is Jesus important to Christians?
	How might Christians try to be like Jesus in their lives?
	B

	5
	What inner forces affect how we think and behave?
	What would I refuse to deny?
	D

	6
	Why is the gurdwara an important place for the Sikh community?
	What special role does the Guru Granth Sahib have in the gurdwara?
	C

	6
	Why are the ten Gurus special for Sikhs?
	Who was Guru Nanak and why is he significant for Sikhs?
	A

	6
	How do Christians try to follow Jesus’ example?
	
	


Responding to this material

If you have any comments on this material, including suggestions about how it might be improved, please contact either:

Julia Diamond, Primary Advanced Skills Teacher for RE, Newbury Park School: juliadiamond@hotmail.co.uk 

or

Dr Bill Gent, Advisory Service: bill.gent@redbridge.gov.uk 


