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London Borough of Redbridge – 2008 Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education Support Material – Year 1 unit: What does it mean to live with family and friends? 


	Unit title
	Year
	Background notes

	What does it mean to live with family & friends?
	1
	This unit builds on Early Years Foundation Stage activities related to aspects of identity & relationships. In this unit, pupils will be given the opportunity to develop their own sense of identity, particularly as it applies to their relationship with family & friends. They will also think about the idea of forgiveness. In learning about how religious traditions can help to bind people & families, they will also think about customs & traditions in their own families. They will reflect on how stories can help us to think about our own identity & relationships. 

Please note

The activities below are meant only as a guide; teachers should feel free to adapt & develop activities to meet the needs of their individual classes. The key questions & associated activities may need to be spread over a number of sessions to ensure adequate coverage of the learning outcomes.


	Key questions
	Key concepts/ vocabulary
	Learning outcomes
	Suggested activities
	Resources

	What makes me special?


	Identity

Uniqueness

Being special
	I can talk about something that I feel is important about myself & other people

(Level 1)
	· Class teacher gives some different examples of what is meant by ‘special’. This could be done through showing different dolls & discussing why each is special

· Read a book like But Martin! or Elmer 
· In pairs, children find out what makes their partner special & share this with the rest of the class

· In a circle, children share what they like about others

· Children to draw themselves with a speech bubble saying ‘I am special because …’

· Plenary – discuss how we are all special & of worth


	But Martin! by June Counsel 

Elmer by David McKee



	How do Hindu customs at Raksha Bandhan enable brothers & sisters to show that they care for each other?


	Family

Responsibility

Respect


	I can act out how we look after a brother, a sister or a friend

(Level 1)

I can talk about how a friendship band can be important to me & to other people

(Level 1)
	· Talk about brothers & sisters, who has them, & whether they are younger or older. Encourage children to talk about times they have been looked after, or done the looking after

· Show a rakhi & ask questions which encourage children to look at it thoughtfully eg What is it made of? What could you do with it? Where might you wear it?

· Explain how the rakhi would be given by a sister to a brother at the Hindu festival of Raksha Bandhan & explain the brother's actions in return

· Read The Good Luck Rakhi
· Role play situations where brothers & sisters help & look after each other

· Make a special friendship band for a brother, sister or someone special, using craft materials. Ask: how might you or someone else feel if you were given a friendship band? How would you look after it?


	Rakhi

The Good Luck Rakhi by June Jones

Craft materials

Scholastic Curriculum Bank RE, Bk 1, pp31-32

	How does the Christian parable of the Prodigal Son (Loving Father) help us to think about forgiveness?


	Forgiveness 

Love

Story
	I can show that I know the story of the Prodigal Son using pictures, drama, words etc

(Level 1)

I can describe how the story of the Prodigal Son teaches people to forgive others

(Level 2)
	· Introduce a real life situation involving forgiveness eg someone getting upset & pushing someone in the playground, & afterwards feeling bad & saying sorry

· Role play the scene & talk about the feelings at each part of the story. Highlight the element of forgiveness: how & why does the person forgive their friend? This can be recorded pictorially eg on digital camera
· Tell the story (parable) of the Prodigal Son & talk about the story using probing questions (eg see Curriculum Bank), highlighting where forgiveness is shown in the story. Teaching assistant or another adult can scribe the response to the questions

· Children to be given opportunity to show knowledge of the story & its meaning through a chosen medium (eg pictures, writing, model-making, ICT, drama) & write a sentence about it. Higher ability pupils could write a sentence about what the story teaches


	Digital camera 

Scholastic Curriculum Bank RE, Bk 1, pp33-34



	What special places do people have in their homes?


	Home

Special place
	I can talk about some of the special objects people have in their homes

(Level 1)

I can describe/talk about some of the activities that take place in a home at special times

(Level 1)
	· Teachers or other adults in the class share information about their own homes, including places, objects & pictures within the homes that are special to them

· Children talk about what each room in their house is used for, which room or part of a room they like best & if there are any rules for each room. Discuss any special objects found in the rooms. Allow time for personal reflection about special places in homes generally

· Talk about & show different kinds of artefacts which are found in many homes eg image of a deity (Hindu), mezuzah (Jewish), picture of a Guru (Sikh), Qur’an & stand (Muslim), cross (Christian), Buddha statue (Buddhist), holiday picture (non-religious). Children draw & label these
· Think about what special things take place in a home eg birthdays, festivals, parties, prayer & worship  

	Pictures of types of home around the world

‘BBC Pathways of Belief: Sikhism’ (prayer room in house section)

Scholastic Curriculum Bank, Bk 1, pp16-17

	Why is Friday night special in a Jewish home?
	Family

Ritual


	I can talk about what is important to me & to other people
(Level 1) 

I can talk about what is right & wrong to me & to others & why

(Level 2)


	If used as an assessment task, see separate sheet.
· Place two white candles in a bag & encourage children to feel them & say what they think the objects are

· Show the candles & explain how they are used for a special time of the week for Jewish people – Shabbat.

· Explain that Shabbat starts on Friday when it gets dark

· Watch a video that shows a mother lighting the candles, wearing a headscarf, the father saying kiddush over the wine, the family sharing challah with salt sprinkled on it & men & boys wearing a kippah
· Share grape juice & challah
· Invite in a Jewish visitor to talk about Shabbat
· Paint/draw/collage a picture of their own family meeting together at a special time

· Discuss children’s pictures. Share times when their family gets together & discuss what makes this time special eg wearing special clothes, eating special food, lighting candles & blowing them out. Key questions: What days are special in your house? How are they different from other days?
· Use puppet/picture of a child – explain that the puppet/picture is a Jewish child. Ask if it is important for him to be with his family on Shabbat & why
	Velvet bag (‘mystery bag’)

Scholastic Curriculum Bank, Bk 1, pp26-27

BBC Pathways of Belief: Judaism

Jewish visitor/s


